
Waterbeach Parish Council-Risk Assessment 
 

Supersedes Assessment dated 03/2013 

Risk Assessment For Operation of MF 240 Tractor and Implements 
 
Assessor: R.Pinion       Reviewed by: 
 
Date: 07/2014 
 
Statutory Requirements: 
 

 All operators must be trained in safe use and read this assessment prior to use 

 Minimum 5-metre exclusion zone around work area (should be signed off to prevent access) 
 
PPE Requirements: 
  

 Steel toecap boots 

 Non-snag clothing 

 Gloves 

 Ear defenders 

 Spectacle type safety goggles 
 
Vibration 
 
Check vibration assessment before use. 
 
COSHH: See assessments for Grease, Diesel, and Oils 
. 
. 
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Hazard Risk Likelihood Controls Likelihood if 
Controls 
applied 

Diesel/Oil Burns, explosion, fire, 
skin disorders 

High Follow fuel procedures; wear gloves to handle 
diesel and oil, wash hands if contacted. 

Low 

Damage to machine Injury to operators and 
bystanders 

Medium Do not use a damaged machine. Check 
before and after use and report any damage 
to relevant staff. 

Low 

Crushing Serious or fatal injuries Medium Do not stand between vehicle and walls or 
implements, observe surroundings when 
reversing vehicle, ensure handbrake is 
applied before leaving the cab. 
Ensure a raised implement is on axle stands 
before getting underneath. 

Low 

Trapping Between 
Machine and Implement 

Serious or fatal injuries Medium Never stand between an implement and the 
tractor when the tractor is moving. Apply 
handbrake before leaving the cab. Keep clear 
of raised machine. 

Low 

PTO shaft Entanglement, fatal 
injuries 

Medium Never attempt to attach or remove then PTO 
with the engine on, do not attempt anything 
that may involve contact with the pto with the 
engine on. Ensure all guards and chains are 
in place on the tractor and implement before 
starting work. 

Low 

Collisions Serious or fatal injuries Medium Ensure good awareness at all times, drive at 
appropriate speed for the conditions. 

Low 

Road work Traffic collisions, road 
rage 

Medium Drive in accordance with the law. Pull over to 
allow built up traffic to pass when safe and 
legal to do so, ensure all lights, etc are 

Low 
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Hazard Risk Likelihood Controls Likelihood if 
Controls 
applied 

working. 

Exhaust gases Poisoning/Death High Never run engine indoors Low 

Noise Hearing damage High Always wear ear defenders. Low 

Exhaust Burns Medium Never touch hot exhaust, allow machine to 
cool before servicing. 

Low 

Vibration HAV syndrome Medium Take regular breaks, do not drive 
continuously for more than 2 hours. Ensure 
machine is well maintained. 

Low 

Working Implement Cuts, traumatic 
amputations, crush 
injuries, death. 

Medium Minimum 5-metre exclusion area around work 
area. Do not operate implements if people are 
in work area. Always isolate engine by 
removing key before adjustments. 

Low 

Thrown debris Head and bodily injuries High Keep bystanders away (minimum 5 metres) Low 

 
Safe System of Work 
 

Do Do Not 

Ensure you check the machine over before use Use a defective machine 

Ensure you check the work area for debris that could be thrown 
and cause injury 

Operate a machine if you are unsure about any functions, inform 
your manager who will make sure you receive any training 
required 

Ensure you Switch the machine off and remove the key before 
carrying out maintenance or adjustments 

Refuel a hot machine, allow to cool for 5 minutes before 
refuelling 

Ensure you put the machine away in a clean and tidy condition 
with any defects reported to the appropriate person 

Operate a machine indoors as deadly carbon monoxide gas is 
given off in the exhaust gases and can quickly lead to 
unconsciousness and death 
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Do Do Not 

Ensure you check the machine over before use Use the machine in a way that it is not designed to operate 

Wear Appropriate PPE as detailed above Place any part of your body into the machinery with the engine 
running 

 Drive the machine at any person, if people approach within 5 
meters STOP 

 Stand behind someone operating a tractor 

 Operate the machine while tired or under the influence of alcohol 

 Drive the machine one handed, both hands must be on the 
controls at all times 

 Attempt to service the machine yourself; refer all servicing to 
qualified staff. 

 
Machinery Covered By This Assessment 
 
Massey Ferguson 240 Tractor 
Trailer 
Reco Slitter 
Votex Topper 
Ransomes Gang Mowers 
Chain Harrow 
Vicon Fertiliser Spreader 
Twose 2 ton Roller 
 


